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A N D R E I  M I K H A I L O V I C H  S I M O N O V  

( O N  H I S  7 0 t h  B I R T H D A Y )  

October  23, 1973 was the 7Oth b i r thday  of Doctor  of Chemica l  Sciences  P r o f e s s o r  Andrei  Mikhail-  
ovich Simonov, a m e m b e r  of the edi tor ia l  boa rd  of Khimiya Gete ro t s ik l ichesk ikh  Soedinenii  (Chemis t ry  of 
He te rocyc l ic  Compounds) ,  a wel l -known organic  chemis t ,  an outstanding spec ia l i s t  in the c h e m i s t r y  of 

he te rocyc l i c  compounds,  and head of the cha i r  of organic  c h e m i s t r y  of 
Ros tov-on-Don State Univers i ty .  

P r o f e s s o r  Simonov graduated  f r o m  the Second Moscow State Univ-  
e r s i t y  in 1929, where  he comple ted  his thes i s  and l a t e r  his m a s t e r ' s  d i s -  
se r t a t ion  (1937) on the synthes is  of a r s in ic  acids of the diphenylamine 
s e r i e s  under  the superv i s ion  of P r o f e s s o r  V. A. I z m a i l ' s k i i .  F r o m  1932 
to 1943, P r o f e s s o r  Simonov worked in the Moscow Pedagogica l  Insti tute 
as a l a b o r a t o r y  worke r ,  a ss i s tan t ,  and l e c t u r e r .  F r o m  1944 to 1956, he 
was a l e c t u r e r  in the Moscow Texti le Ins t i tu te .  The comprehens ive  and 
fundamental  r e s e a r c h  in the c h e m i s t r y  of d ipolar  ions which he did in the 
insti tute f o rmed  the bas i s  of his doctora l  d i s se r t a t ion ,  which he defended 
in 1955. 

P r o f e s s o r  S imonov ' s  supe r io r  abi l i t ies  as an outstanding sc ient is t ,  
t eacher ,  and o rgan i ze r  were  m o s t  fully d isplayed at  Rostov Univers i ty ,  
where  he c o m m e n c e d  work in 1957 as the head of the cha i r  of organic  
c h e m i s t r y .  In a b r i e f  t ime he organized  a new p romis ing  and p rac t i ca l ly  
impor tan t  sc ient i f ic  t rend assoc ia ted  with fine organic  syn thes i s  in the 

field of n i t rogen-  and oxygen-containing h e t e r o c y c l e s .  Under  his superv is ion ,  ex tens ive  t ra in ing  of 
scient i f ic  and pedagogical  personne l  was developed In North Caucas ia ,  and modern  l a b o r a t o r i e s  of m i c r o -  
ana lys i s ,  physical  methods of ana lys i s ,  and organic  synthes is  were  c r ea t ed .  

The m a j o r  scient i f ic  ach ievements  of P r o f e s s o r  Simonov during these y e a r s  were  the development  
of methods for  the d i r ec t  introduction of an amino group into he t e rocyc l i c  compounds,  the synthes is  of a 
s e r i e s  of condensed he te rocyc l i c  s y s t e m s ,  the d i scovery ,  on the bas i s  of 2 -amino imidazo le s ,  of a group 
of the mos t  active diazonium sa l t s  of all  those c u r r e n t l y  known, the syn thes i s  of de r iva t ives  of the ant i -  
biotic azomycin ,  the detection of a r e a r r a n g e m e n t  of the aminoni t r i le  type in the indazole s e r i e s ,  and the 
development  of a method for  N-a ry la t ion  of f i v e - m e m b e r e d  ni t rogen h e t e r o c y c l e s .  Fo r  his s tudy of the 
biological  action of compounds ,  P r o f e s s o r  Simonov es tab l i shed  contacts  with many  of the pha rmaco log ica l  
c en t e r s  of the USSR; this enabled h im to d i s cove r  new an t imicrob ia l  agents and c a r d i o v a s c u l a r  s y s t e m  
r e g u l a t o r s .  The r e su l t s  of the r e s e a r c h  of p r o f e s s o r  Simonov and his students a re  re f lec ted  in more  than 
250 pape r s  and in the monographs  "Outline of the C h e m i s t r y  of Azoles"  and "Chichibabin Amination of 
He t e rocyc l e s . "  In 1962 and 1966, P r o f e s s o r  Simonov headed the organizat ion and managing in Ros tov -on-  
Don of two confe rences  on the c h e m i s t r y  of ni t rogen he t e rocyc l e s ,  which p romoted  the co r re la t ion  and co -  
ordinat ion of sc ient i f ic  r e s e a r c h  in this f ield.  

In 1959, P r o f e s s o r  Simonov began his  continuing l ec tu res  in the Ros tov  State Univers i ty  in a course  
ent i t led "Organic  C h e m i s t r y . "  In coauthorsh ip  with a number  of col leagues ,  he published "A L a b o r a t o r y  
Handbook in Organic C h e m i s t r y , "  which was dis t inguished by its or~ ,~qality and methodica l  wholeness .  In 
1949, P r o f e s s o r  Simonov, V. A. I z m a i l ' s k i i ,  and E .  A. Smirnov joint ly published "Collect ion of P r o b l e m s  
in Organic  C h e m i s t r y , "  which subsequent ly  was t r ans l a t ed  in a number  of other  count r ies  and is one of the 
m o s t  un ive r sa l  publicat ions of this type .  
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Professor  Simonov has systematically given his assistance to other universities (VUZ) of North 
Caucasia. For two years  he has also simultaneously given a course in organic chemistry and organized 
the chair in the newly created Kelmytskii University. Under his supervision more than 20 mas te r ' s  dis- 
sertations have been defended. His students do research  in the universities of Rostov-on-Don, Stavropol, 
Krasnodar, Makhachkala and other cit ies.  

The enormous industriousness of Professor  Simonov and his purposefulness, broad range of vision, 
interest  in everything new in science and life, and attentive and, in addition, exacting attitude toward his 
subordinates and comrades have brought him the universal respect  of his colleagues and students. 

The editorial board of Khimiya Geterotsiklicheskikh Soedinenii warmly congratulates Professor  
Simonov on his 70th birthday and wishes him many years  of fruitful scientific and pedagogical activity. 
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